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The Year of Festival
Task 1

Synopsis

Read the following synopsis of the story and underline any words you don’t
know.
Synopsis
The Year of Festival opens in Pooi To Middle School (Pooi To/ PTMS),
Hong Kong 2017. The play follows a group of students who are about to face
their greatest challenge – final exams.
Jane, a high achiever, an outstanding leader and a favourite of the
teachers, is a social outcast among her schoolmates because of her arrogance
and pride. By contrast her best friend, Eliza, is smart and humble, with the
virtues of “love, integrity, purity and perseverance”. She sees the good in
others and understands the needs of herself and her friends.
In Pooi To, a home to them, they start a magical journey - through the
pond to times past. They embark on an adventure of self-discovery and learn a
lesson of paramount importance - that is to uphold the virtues of love,
integrity, purity and perseverance that have been taught in Pooi To for 130
years. This is The Year of Festival, where everyone can celebrate their growth
in life.
Write the underlined words in the following table under the Heading
(Vocabulary) and look up their part of speech and meaning.
Vocabulary
Part of speech
Meaning
e.g. challenge
noun
difficult contest
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The Year of Festival
Task 2

Word Search

Find the names of all the characters in the word search and try to say them out
loud.

1. e.g. ARYA
2. e.g. MOONY
3. B_ _ _ _
4. R _ _ _
5. E _ _ _ _

6. J _ _ _ _
7. J _ _ _
8. J _ _ _ _ _
9. J _ _ _ _ _ _
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The Year of Festival
Task 3

Song Appreciation and Analysis

Listen to the following songs from the The Year of Festival and fill in the missing
words.

3A: Search: Do Re Mi The Sound of Music on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k33ZQ4I4p24)
Let's start at the very beginning
A very good __________ to start
When you read you begin with ABC
When you sing you begin with Do, Re, Mi, Do, Re, Mi
The first three ___________ just happen to be
Do, Re, Mi, Do, Re, Mi
Do, Re, Mi, Fa, So, La, Te
Oh let's see if I can make it easier
[Do- A deer, a female deer
Re- A drop of ____________ sun
Mi- A name I call myself
Fa- A long, long way to run
So- A ___________ pulling thread
La- A note to follow So
Te- A drink with jam and ___________
That will bring us back to Do] x 3 times
Do-Re-Mi-Fa-So-La-Ti-Do-So-Do!
Now children Do, Re, Mi, Fa, So
And so on are the tools we use to ___________ a song
Once you have these notes in your head
you can sing a million different tunes by ___________ them up like this…
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Listen to the following song and fill in the gaps.

3B: Search: Dancing Queen ABBA on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFrGuyw1V8s)
You can dance, you can jive, having the time of your life
See that girl, watch that
__ _
, digging the Dancing Queen
Friday night and the lights are low
Looking out for a place to go
Where they play the right music, getting in the swing
You come in to look for a
___
.
Anybody could be that guy
Night is young and the music's high
With a bit of rock music, everything is fine
You're in the
___
for a dance
And when you get the chance...
You are the Dancing Queen, young and sweet, only
____________
Dancing Queen, feel the beat from the tambourine, oh yeah
You can dance, you can jive, having the time of your
____ , oh
See that girl, watch that scene, digging the Dancing Queen

,

You're a
____
, you turn 'em on
Leave them burning and then you're gone
Looking out for another, anyone will do
You're in the mood for a dance
And when you get the ____
...
You are the Dancing Queen, young and sweet, only seventeen
Dancing Queen, feel the beat from the
____________
,oh yeah
You can dance, you can jive, having the time of your life
See that girl, watch that scene, digging the Dancing Queen
Digging the Dancing Queen
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The Year of Festival
Phonics Fun
Two words rhyme when they end in the same sound. How many rhyming pairs
can you find?
e.g. 1. scene
3.
5.
7.

Task 4

queen

2.
4.
6.
8.

Do Re Mi

All 7 notes are shown as two-letter words, but 5 of the things described are
actually three-letter words. Can you guess what they are?

Do- A deer, a female deer

Re- A drop of golden sun

Fa- A long, long way to run

So- A needle pulling thread

Te- A drink with jam and bread
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The Year of Festival
Task 5

Do Re Mi

This song is sung by a teacher with her students. Do you remember what life was
like when you were starting out in primary school? Draw a picture of yourself
and your classmate(s) with your teacher(s) and describe what it was like
starting at a new school.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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